
Let South Dakota 
Families Decide.

This fall, South Dakotans are being asked to vote again on 
a sweeping ban on abortion called Initiated Measure 11.  

This abortion ban allows politicians to interfere in the 
most difficult, personal decision that women and families 
make. 

If Measure 11 passes, a woman would be forced to carry 
a pregnancy to term even if the fetus couldn’t survive on 
its own after delivery.  

Measure 11’s vagueness recklessly endangers women’s 
health. By threatening doctors with a felony and jail time, 
the law would have a chilling effect on a doctor’s ability to 
exercise proper medical judgment and protect the health 
of his or her patients.  

Vote NO on Measure 11

South Dakota already has one of the lowest abortion rates of any state.  
Our current law requires a 24-hour waiting period, mandatory education 
about the woman’s options, parental notification in the case of a minor, 
and review of a sonogram.  

The decision to have an abortion is profoundly difficult for a woman 
and her family.  This complex, personal decision should be between 
a woman, her family, her God and her doctor.  No woman makes this 
decision without consulting with family and after deep soul-searching.  
Sometimes a woman decides that ending a pregnancy is the best decision 
for her and her family.  But this law will put the ultimate decision in the 
hands of the government in virtually every instance. 

Abortion is already rare in South Dakota and only performed after 
carefully considering all options. 
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Situation 1:

If the abortion ban passes, doctors would 
risk felony charges and up to 10 years 
in prison if they believed terminating 
a pregnancy is best for their patient. 
This law would have a chilling effect 
on a family doctor’s ability to care for 
patients. Facing a health complication 
during a pregnancy is a difficult thing for 
a family, and every situation is different.  
Families should be allowed to weigh all 
options and determine what is right for 
their health and well-being. 

Situation 2:

A couple is elated to learn that she is pregnant with her second child, only 
to be devastated later to find that the fetus is anecephalic, a fatal anomaly 
for which Measure 11 provides no exception.  The fetus developed without 
a brain and would not survive outside of the womb. If this abortion ban was 
in place during their pregnancy, she would have to carry the pregnancy to 
term despite that condition.

Situation 3:

A woman suffers from a heart condition called low-grade chronic heart 
failure. Her pregnancy temporarily makes her condition much worse, 
potentially fatal. Measure 11 is so vague and poorly written, there is no 
guarantee that her condition would be covered. If she – or others who 
suffer the same condition – were to become pregnant again, she might 
be forced to carry to term a pregnancy that threatens her health and 
potentially her life. When faced with such a serious decision, her family 
should be able to decide what will happen – not this law.  

Put simply, banning abortion has serious consequences, 
and Measure 11 is a poorly crafted law. 

Vote NO on Measure 11

The following are some examples of situations South Dakota families 
might face if Measure 11 passes:


